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This time, | want to introduce a very special place from my hometown, The
Portland Japanese Garden In 1958, my hometown of Portland, in Oregon state,
became sister cities with Sapporo. To improve the relationship between the cities,
Portland created their own Japanese garden, built by a graduate of the Tokyo
University of Agriculture. In 1988, the Japanese Ambassador to the US said that it
was the most beautiful Japanese garden outside of Japan. You can do flower arranging
classes, drink matcha in a traditional tea ceremony, and enjoy the soothing atmosphere.
There is also the Umami Cafe, where you can drink traditional matcha and eat snacks.

The Portland Japanese Garden is a special place to me because | worked at the Portland
Japanese Garden as my summer job in High School. Summer vacation in the US is 3
months long! | began learning Japanese in order to help guide Japanese visitors and give
them travel recommendations for Portland. The Japanese Garden is very close to the Rose
Garden, the oldest and most beautiful Rose Garden in the United States, and the Portland
Zoo. If you go to Portland someday, don’t skip it. | look forward to visiting many more
Japanese Gardens in Japan also!
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